
Parish Council 18th October 2021 Report B 

 

The A326 (Marchwood By-Pass) 

Dear Councillors, 

The following is a proposal from Cllr Young for your consideration. 

Colleagues, 

In the early hours of Wednesday 6th October 2021 two motorcyclists were tragically killed on 

the A326 in Marchwood following an incident involving a van at the junctions of Twiggs Lane, 

Marchwood. The full facts of this awful event are of course still subject to an ongoing Police 

investigation. As per due process officers from the County Council-led Casualty Reduction 

Partnership will be working with the police to establish the full circumstances and to take any 

appropriate action.  

I am sure that all of our thoughts are with the family and friends of the deceased and 

everyone else at the scene, including our brave emergency services personnel.  

I have no doubt we are all acutely aware of the historical road safety issues on the A326, but 

having conducted some recent research into the matter even I was both surprised and 

disappointed by the shocking statistics. Using publicly available data on 

www.crashmap.co.uk I have ascertained that since 2008/9 when safety changes were last 

made to the A326 junctions at Twiggs Lane and at Staplewood Lane a further 12 people 

have been killed or seriously injured in our village at these localities.  

I recognise that it is likely none of us here present tonight are appropriately qualified 

highways engineers, and nor are we the responsible authority upon resolving highways 

matters, but it is clear to me that any potential safety solutions simply must consider the 

wider needs of access for our whole community. So, I submit that it is incumbent upon us to 

press upon highways officers and elected leaders at Hampshire County Council to urgently 

review the safety measures on the A326, simply waiting for government funding for wider 

upgrades of this road is potentially no longer an option. 

I therefore seek your support in inviting Hampshire County Council to commence working 

with Marchwood Parish Council and to utilise our significant collective local experience and 

expertise to help shape potential solutions for making this road safer for everyone resident 

in, working at, or simply passing through our village community.  

Councillor Richard Young 

Marchwood Parish Council 


