
 

Property Owners & Landlord guide 
This guide has been produced to help property owners and landlords understand how Blue Watch 
can help make safer places.  
 
Introduction 
 
Blue Watch is a home safety initiative supported by Fire & Rescue Services.  

Blue Watch exists to make properties safer from the risks of fire and carbon monoxide (CO). There 

are plenty of things that you can do to minimise those risks.  

 
Landlord responsibilities 
 
Being a landlord can be hugely rewarding but it comes with considerable responsibilities. 
Landlords have obligations to ensure the safety of tenants. Some examples of these include: 
 

1. Providing a Gas Safety record for every gas appliance in the property  
 

2. Ensuring that any necessary work identified by Gas Safe registered engineers is carried out  
 

3. Ensuring electrical equipment provided is safe.  
 
Landlords can install additional safety measures such as smoke and CO alarms. CO alarms are 

not generally a legal requirement; however it is in the Landlord's best interest to install these units 

to help protect your tenants from the risks associated with CO. 

Landlords of certain buildings that are occupied by more than one household (e.g. houses split into 

bedsits or other HMOs) have extra legal obligations to provide adequate fire precautions and 

means of escape from fire.  For further information please visit: www.lacors.gov.uk  

Backed by Fire & Rescue Services, Blue Watch exists to support you with a two-tier property 
registration service and a range of products designed to reduce the risks of fire and CO in 
properties you own. 
 
 
Step 1 
 
Self-declaration 

 Self-declaring your properties with Blue Watch is the first step towards making them safer.  

 The Self-declaration service from Blue Watch allows you to survey and record the safety 
measures in your properties. 

 You can upload the results of your self-declaration to the Blue Watch website as a record of 
the fire and CO safety features in a property. 

 You can then advertise that property as Self-declared safer. 

http://www.lacors.gov.uk/


 The Blue Watch Self-declaration service costs from £25 + VAT and can last for 12 months. 
 
Step 2 
 
The Blue Watch validation service  

 The Blue Watch validation service allows you to book a visit by a Fire and Rescue Service 
or a trusted partner. 

 They will validate and update the information provided at the Self-declaration and 
recommend any additional fire and CO safety measures where appropriate. 

 On completion of a successful validation, the property will be upgraded to ‘Validated’, given 
a safety rating and a Blue Watch certificate will be produced. 

 
 

 
 

 Approval by a Fire and Rescue Service or a trusted partner will allow you to display the 
Blue Watch logo and advertise the property with a photograph on the Blue Watch website. 

 
The Blue Watch validation service costs from £65 (plus VAT) and lasts for 12 months. 
 
 
Self-Declaration 
 
Once a property has been Self-declared, it will retain that status for 12 months. You can request a 
validation visit that can improve the Blue Watch status of the property. 
  
Only when a validation visit has been successfully completed, will the property be published as 
validated and a Property Safety Rating applied.  
 
 
Validation Visits 
 
When requesting a validation visit you must ensure that permissions are granted to enter the 
property and relevant areas for the purposes of validation. You must ensure that all supporting 
information and evidence regarding the property is available for inspection at the time of the visit. 
 
The Fire and Rescue Service or a trusted third partner will only be able to note and account for 
safety products and associated information that is easily visible/legible and brought to their 
attention during the visit. 
 



Where you wish to have higher volumes of properties validated, contact us on 0300 555 0220 and 
we will work with you to agree a timely programme of works. 
 
Any updated status applied to a property will be reflected on the “Check a Property” area of the 
Blue Watch website. 
 
Where the property is classed as a Hall of Residence or a House of Multiple Occupation, access is 
required to all areas to ensure that the visit can be completed. During the validation visit the Fire 
and Rescue Service or a trusted partner will require access to the supporting documentation 
relevant to the property. This may include, but not be limited to the following: 
 

 Any applicable HMO and/or other Local Authority licence; 

 Any action served by the Local Authority or other enforcing agency and evidence of its 
closure.  Where properties have relevant open enforcement action in place against them 
they will not be eligible for registration with Blue Watch.  Where this is known in advance of 
a validation visit, Blue Watch and/or Fire and Rescue Service or a trusted third party 
partner reserves the right not to carry out the visit; 

 Any fire risk assessment; 

 A valid Landlord’s Gas Safety Record; 

 Servicing records for gas and oil burning appliances; 

 Servicing and/or chimney sweeping records for solid fuel appliances. Where a new or 
replacement fixed solid fuel appliance is installed in a dwelling, a carbon monoxide alarm 
should be provided in the room where the appliance is located (check local requirements); 

 Any electrical condition report and evidence of relevant Portable Appliance Testing; 

 Fire alarm installation/test/maintenance records.  The Fire and Rescue Service or a trusted 
third party partner will confirm how many single point smoke alarms have been installed 
and operational and may check maintenance documentation but will not test any fire alarm 
system; 

 Sprinkler installation/test/maintenance records.  The Fire and Rescue Service or a trusted 
third party partner will confirm the existence of a sprinkler system and may check 
maintenance documentation but will not test any sprinkler system; 

 Fire extinguisher service records; 

 Any evidence of remedial work undertaken when recommended on the above 
documentation. 

 
Upon confirmation of a scheduled validation visit, you must attend the property to allow access to 
the Fire and Rescue Service or a trusted partner at the agreed time and location. If access is not 
gained into the property within two separate attempts, Blue Watch will cancel the validation request 
and the validation fee will be forfeited. 
 
 

For more information on Blue Watch please visit www.BlueWatch.co.uk 
Call us: 0300 555 0220 

Email us: enquiries@bluewatch.co.uk 

http://www.bluewatch.co.uk/

