
Report for Marchwood Parish Council 14th October 2013 
 
 
Highways Matters 
 
There is some work to be carried out along Normandy Way, to help reduce noise from the clattering 
of HGV's. 
 
I have held a meeting with the police and officers from Hampshire Highways, looking at accident 
statistics in Bury Road and what might be done to further improve road safety. Both have agreed to 
take on actions that should improve matters, including replacing & cleaning signage – an area that 
seems to have been neglected. 
 
 
Village Agents 
 
I have had a presentation from HCC officers about the Village Agents initiative. It involves 
recruiting volunteers in rural areas who can offer a bit of help to elderly folk, as and when needed. 
It seems to be very successful in parts of Hampshire and I have therefore asked them to approach 
yourselves so that you can find out more and hopefully support it by, for example, advertising for 
volunteers. 
 
Cycle / Foot Path to Totton 
 
I have got confirmation from the senior officer responsible for cycling projects, that some of the 
money allocated by government to the New Forest National Park Authority can indeed be used for 
our project. However, it needs to be spent by March 2015, or it will go back to central government 
coffers. I'm not sure whether SUSTRANS have been formally engaged by MPC yet, but would 
strongly urge that this happens quickly. Although Barker Mills have agreed to grant use of the land, 
there is still a lot of work to be done including the legal agreements, co-ordinating finances, a 
decision on ongoing maintenance and generally managing the project to completion. I will help in 
anyway needed. Maybe it would be best to set up a special sub-committee of the council to oversee 
this project? 
 
Environmental Matters 
 
I attended a meeting of the Environmental Liaison Protection Committee, held in the village hall, 
last week. I got an apology from the representative from Associated British Ports over the prolonged 
noise residents had to suffer from piling operations at the docks, earlier in the year. Also, a promise 
to improve consultation procedures. 
 
Marchwood Power Station are to install a new gas turbine with a view to making the operation 
more resiliant in the case of having to start up without drawing power from the grid. From 
everything I heard during the presentation there will be minimal environmental impact to the village 
arising from this operation, dubbed “Project Black Start”. 
 
Health 
 
The biggest local issue related to health that is making the news right now is the decision by HCC 
to consult on the closure of four care homes in Hampshire. The two nearest being Cranleigh 
Paddock at Lyndhurst and Nightingale Lodge. I have visited both and have had a good look around  
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and spoken to staff and patients. I'm going to visit the other two homes in the near future. You can 
read my initial views on the proposed closures on my website & Facebook Pages. Suffice to say, I 
don't agree with a lot of the reasons put forward to justify closure. 
 
I'm doing some work, on behalf of the Health Overview & Scrutiny Committee, looking at the 
problems associated with 136 Detentions. Too many people suffering from mental illness are being 
detained in police cells, largely because there are inadequate facilities to accommodate them in 
proper “places of safety”. 
 
No final outcome yet on the long running fluoride in tap water saga. It looks like it won't now 
happen but Public Health England won't confirm the situation until such time as they have had a 
chance to take and consider legal advice.   
 
 
Conclusion 
 
I hope I have covered the main topics that will be of interest to you. Always happy to answer 
questions. 
 
More information can be found on Facebook “Councillor David Harrison” 
Website : www.dharrison.org.uk 
 
E-Mail me : dharrison100@aol.com 


