
Report For Marchwood Parish Council 19th March 2012 
 
Introduction 
 
I am sorry that I cannot present this report in person. This is a brief summary of Marchwood related 
matters involving HCC and myself in the last 2 months. 
 
Household Waste Recycling Centre 
 
You will probably share my disappointment that the planned improvements to the HWRC have 
been re-scheduled, meaning at least a 2 year delay. Veolia and HCC are officially saying this is due 
to a reduction in waste being handled at the site.  
 
I'm concerned about the prospect of traffic queues on the highway approaching the site for a further 
two years (or more) and have asked highway officers to consider whether additional safety 
measures should be introduced. I would appreciate the views of Parish Councillors as to how often 
queues build up. I think it is probably most weekends from about this time of year, but do let me 
know if you know differently. 
 
Highway Issues 
 
A resident of Beaulieu Road reported to me that she had attended a meeting with a police officer 
during which it became clear that the 30 mph speed limit was unenforceable because of a mistake in 
positioning signage. I'm grateful to the resident for alerting me this. I notified the highways office 
and the problem was sorted within 5 days. 
 
I have asked highway officers to investigate a potential problem of flooding in Hythe Road 
(opposite St.Contest Way), a resident having reported that a culvert has been blocked. 
 
Bury Road is to be re-surfaced in April and May (mostly at night time). 
 
Buses 
 
Bluestar took a long time deciding but have recently announced that they are not prepared to divert 
the Number 9 service through Marchwood village, even on a Sunday. In my role as County 
Councillor, I supported a budget that would have provided more funds for rural bus services, I did 
the same at the budget meeting of New Forest District Council. In both cases, the ruling group 
voted down amendments. 
 
I'm giving publicity to the loss of these important services, in the hope that policy might yet be 
changed. I fear things will get still worse unless we fight these cuts. 
 
I have asked HCC officers to fix up a further meeting of the Marchwood Bus Services Liaison 
Group, hopefully to take place in April. 
 
Marchwood Sea Mounting Centre 
 
I am sorry that, due to work commitments, I wasn't able to meet the Defence Minister Peter Luff on 
his recent visit to Marchwood. I'm grateful to our local MP, the District Councillors and Cllr. Ron 
Vango-Fisher (representing MPC), for doing so. We should be very concerned about what might 
happen at this site in the futur, especially as it as already been admitted that The Treasury (with a 
cost-cutting agenda) will be responsible for making final decisions. 



 
 
 
 
Fluoride in Tap Water 
 
I am continuing to campaign against the prospect of thousands of New Forest residents receiving 
fluoride in tap water (despite a consultation result revealing that 72% were against). 
I recently spoke at a meeting organised by Hampshire Against Fluoride in Southampton, who have 
launched a postcard campaign. The latest development is that health bosses have admitted that the 
chemical may go into homes outside the area of consultation. I don't yet know if this includes 
Marchwood but the outcome is still far from certain. 
 
Council Tax 
 
Hampshire County Council have decided not to increase council tax for the following year. 
Residents may notice a very small increase because some Parish Councils have decided on an 
increase to protect services they deliver but overall it's fair to say council tax increases have been 
frozen for a further year. 
 
Council Meetings Televised & Recorded 
 
For reasons of openess and transparency, all full council meetings of Hampshire County Council are 
now being recorded and are available to be watched at your convenience. I made contributions on 
the subjects of the council budget and democracy. These can be seen by clicking onto the links at 
the HCC website or my own personal web-site. 
 
Cycle and Walking Link – Marchwood to Totton 
 
I have had a meeting with senior HCC officers about the prospects of constructing a cycle and 
walking link, loosely following a line that would run adjacent to Bury Road (the other side of the 
hedge). They were generally supportive and have agreed to undertake some preliminary work, 
checking things like the depth of the gas pipe, designing access and entry points. 
 
There is, I'm told, no prospect of HCC building the entire route, or agreeing to take on 
responsibility for maintaining it. It follows that it will probably have to be built to a lower quality 
standard and the Parish Council might have to take on responsibility for it once constructed. 
 
For the project to succeed, it will require a lot of co-ordination with different organisations, 
including the landowners, Marchwood Quarries, four councils, commercial sponsors. I would ask 
MPC to consider how they wish to proceed as there is an opportunity for MPC to take the lead role 
in managing such a project, if it wishes.  
 
Feedback & Questions 
 
As always, very happy to help clarify anything or deal with any new items of case-work. My e-mail 
address is dharrison100@aol.com 


