
Report for Marchwood Parish Council Monday, May 14th, 2012 
 
Children's Centres 
 
A charity called “Action for Children” has been chosen to run our local childrens centres, in place 
of the excellent staff who worked directly for Hampshire County Council who consistently 
achieved very good or excellent ratings.  
 
The official position of Hampshire County Council is that organisations like this can run things to 
the same quality with a lot less staff and management, saving some £3 million in the process. 
Whilst I really do hope this proves to be the case, I do not believe it to be true. 
 
Although the change has taken place, I have had no assurance that the Partnership Boards, (one 
of which I Chair) that oversee operations will continue. Some of my colleagues have resigned 
their voluntary positions. I have not yet decided what to do. I am very worried that the quality of 
service delivery will decline markedly. 
 
Marchwood Bus Services 
 
I have organised a further meeting of the Marchwood Bus Services Liaison Group, which will be 
held here at the village this Thursday, 17th May, at 7pm. All Parish Councillors are welcome to 
attend. 
 
Marchwood to Totton Cycle & Walking Link 
 
I have had a meeting with HCC highway officers and briefed them as to progress to date. They 
have indicated a willingness to help and to attend a meeting that we are hoping to set up with 
local landowners, Barker Mills Estate. 
 
Adult Mental Health  
 
As a member of the Health Overview & Scrutiny Committee (HOSC), I have been closely 
following developments involving the gradual withdrawal of beds for those suffering from mental 
health problems, in favour of more care in the community or as it is nowdays termed “hospital at 
home”. 
 
The local MP, Dr Lewis, has been fighting to keep Woodhaven hospital at Tatchbury open and 
made representations to the last meeting of the HOSC. Unfortunately, as I work for the NHS 
Trust concerned I was unable to take part in discussions or vote. The latest position is that the 
HOSC has supported the NHS Trust with its plans but has created a small working group to 
monitor the detail.  
 
New Forest National Park Authority 
 
I have joined the planning and Development Control Committee on the NPA. I have been 
involved in Project Mosaic, welcoming ethnic minority people to our National Park, explaining 
how it works and encouraging responsible visits in line with our duty to protect the area, help 
people enjoy it and assist in the prosperity of the area. I have volunteered to help man the NPA 
stand at the New Forest show when it starts on July 24th. It would be nice to see any of you. 
Free coffee for the first 20 visitors! 
 


