
What is PondNet? 
 

PondNet is a volunteer survey network that collects information 

about trends in pond quality and pond species, including uncommon 

plants and animals.  The aim is to provide information that will help to 

influence environmental policy.  
 

The network is currently undergoing a two-year trial (2012-2013) in: 
 

 Cheshire 

 NE Yorkshire 

 S Hampshire, including the New Forest 

How does PondNet work? 
 

When you register for PondNet you’ll be allocated a 1km survey 
square (within 10 miles of your home). We will sort out the access 

permissions for you. 
 

We will email you a map of the square identifying the location of 

ponds and highlighting the Focal Pond where we would like you to 

focus your survey effort. Although amphibian surveys can be 

undertaken at as many of the other ponds in the square as possible. 
 

You fill in the survey forms, available to download from the PondNet 

website http://www.pondconservation.org.uk/Surveys/PondNet, and 

enter your data online or return your completed forms to us.  
 

You will be able to see you own and other peoples data for your pond 

online, and the information will be shared automatically with partner 

organisations and the national recording schemes. 

 

What can I record? 
 

Volunteers record environmental information at the  

Pond, but then choose one or more groups from the following list: 
 

 Amphibians 

 Wetland plants 

 Wetland birds 

 Biodiversity Action Plan plants and animals 

 Habitat Directive habitat types 
 

People with different skills can visit the same pond to build up a 

picture of the quality of the habitat as a whole. 

 Invertebrate families 

 Dragonflies 
 

http://www.pondconservation.org.uk/Surveys/PondNet


 
 

Become part of a volunteer network 

to monitor ponds and the 

species they support 

Training 
 

We will be running a series of training events in each of the 

PondNet regions to make sure that all our volunteers know what 

they need to do to take part in the project.  
 

You might want to undertake a survey for a group you are already 

familiar with, or you might want to increase your skills and learn 

how to identify and survey something new. 
 

 Surveying for amphibians 

- on completion you will be given an ARC accredited licence to 

cover you for Great Crested Newt work for this project 

 Surveying for adult dragonflies 

 Surveying for pond invertebrates (family level) 

 Surveying for pond plants (an introduction) 

 Surveying for restricted pond invertebrates  

 Surveying for restricted pond plants 

 

Contact us 
 

For more information on the PondNet project, training days or to 

sign up for a survey square please contact: 

 Cheshire: Becca    bwilliamson@pondconservation.org,uk 

 Yorkshire: Penny    pwilliams@pondconservation.org,uk 

 S Hampshire: Naomi    newald@pondconservation.org.uk 

 

Visit the website: 

www.pondconservation.org.uk/Surveys/PondNet 
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