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Parish of Marchwood  
 

Minutes of the Open Forum Meeting  
 

held at Marchwood Village Hall 
on Monday 18th October 2010 at 7.30pm. 

 
Present:  *Mrs A Hoare (Vice Chairman of the Parish Council) – in the Chair 
 
  *Mr K Elcoate   *Mr D Hindle 
  *Mr K Petty     Mr R Rowlands 
  *Mr M Saxby     Mrs S Thery    

 *Mr R Vango-Fisher   *Mr G Walmsley   
  οMr F White 

 
*  Indicates attendance 
○ Indicates apologises for absence 

 
In attendance: Mrs M Wathen (Clerk to the Council) 

 Mrs C Cockeram (Deputy Clerk to the Council) 
  

Also present:  County Councillor David Harrison 
 Alison Barnes – Chief Executive of New Forest National Park 

Authority 
 Rob Ainslie, Head of Development Control at NFNPA 
 Inspector Paul Langridge 
 13 members of the public 

 
Chairman’s Report 

 
1. The Chairman reported the sad news that Cllr Alan Shotter had died the 

previous Saturday.  
 

 Cllr Shotter had been a Cllr for over 30 years on various councils; Hampshire 
County Council, Southampton City Council, New Forest District Council and 
Marchwood Parish Council.  

 
  Alan was dedicated to Marchwood and represented the village on many 

outside bodies.  He also sat on several committees at NFDC. 
 
  He was a very jolly person but could also be stubborn.  He loved life and took 

his illness with great dignity and bravery 
 
   When he was given his diagnosis he just looked the consultant in the eye  

  and said ‘I had a good life’. 
 
   A minutes silence was held.  
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Guest Speaker 
 
2. Alison Barnes Chief Executive of New Forest National Park Authority started 

her presentation by giving her condolences from all at the National Park 
Authority with regards to Cllr Shotter.  

 
 Alison’s last job was in London trying to connect people with the green 
space. 
 
There are 37 Parish Council’s and over 90 Stakeholders within the National 
Park Authority (NPA). 
 
Everyone in England pays 90p into the National Parks in England of which 
there are 10 or 9p to the NFNPA. 
 
The NPA has 39 PC’s and 35,000 residents to help maintain and make the 
forest prosper. 
 
It is important that all interested groups work together.  The New Forest is 
seen as a national treasure and being a National Park gives it more 
protection.  Some village shops have also become information points. 
 
NF bus tours were enjoyed by about 17,500 people this year; this also brings 
increased business to some local attractions where the buses stop. 
 
Coastal Heritage we are looking at introducing some diving tours along the 
coast and there has been a lot of work going on at the salt works in 
Lymington. 
 
The Land Advice Service support land management and are able to help with 
grants and other information. 
 
Accountability – who are our members? Cllr David Harrison is one, as well as 
representatives from HCC, NFDC and 3 Parish Councils.  Governance is an 
issue that is going to be reviewed over the next few months. 
 
How can the NPA help with the issue of Dibden Bay? 
The NPA is concerned not only with development with the park but also 
pressures outside of the area that will affect the NPA.  This is reflected in the 
Core Strategy which we hope to adopt this December. 
We work regularly with other Local Planning Authorities to solve planning 
issues and support each other. 
 
Things that won’t be allowed to be developed in the NP could be 
developed in the surrounding areas 
Development is not excluded from the NP but it needs to complement the 
surrounding. 
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With cuts in funding will the tour bus continue? 
The number of people using the bus has increased this year.  However, it is 
still only likely to run in the summer.  The route next year maybe extended to 
include Fordingbridge. 
 
Could it be extended to Route 112 to link up with the Hythe Ferry? 
This is a good idea and something we can look into. 
 
Could all ponies in the forest wear a florescent collar? 
One of our projects is for the ponies to wear a reflective collar but the owners 
have to ask for them. 
 
The A326 can be seen as a barrier for people from the Waterside being 
able to access the Forest? 
HCC have just consulted on the Local Transport Plan 3.  NPA have 
submitted some comments on this document. 
 
There is the physical barrier of the A326 but are there are other projects 
we could work together on? 
There has been a lot of work with local schools even those outside of the 
NPA area. 
 
The NP has a very diverse species population but I am concerned that 
the NP will become a commercial business.  A lot of people visit the 
forest and travel by car, the car parks should be retained and be free. 
The National History Museum has been working in the forest.  It is currently 
the International year of Biodiversity.  They have chosen two sites in the 
world to study, one of them is the New Forest the other is a rain forest. 
The Forestry Commission owns the car parks within the NP and NFDC own 
the others.  There are no current plans to charge to using these. 
 
We are the custodians of the NP for future generations. 
 

Police Report 
 

3. Inspector Paul Langridge reported that the reported crime level in the 
Waterside is going down and that the detection rate is not as good as it was. 
 
A local landowner has been having problems with civil trespass. 
 
There has been a large increase in the amount of scrap metal being stolen in 
the whole area.  There has been an increase in fly tipping and this may be 
related to the scrap metal issue. 
 
PC Smith and PCSO Atrill are still meeting regularly with the parish council 
Officer’s and they hope to get some new IT equipment that will allow them to 
work from the parish council offices. 
 
Officer’s in Portsmouth are currently trialing the use of Blackberry’s as this is 
seen as a way of saving time in doing reports and updating the public. 
 



 4

Catapult crime in the Waterside? 
There has been communication with the local retailers and some test buying 
has taken place. 
 
I understand that this has been going on for a while and I have recently 
had damage caused to my car.  What would happen if a person was 
injured?  It would seem that the PCSO is aware of the individual using 
the catapult. 
As far as I am aware there are no regulations regarding the use of catapults 
but there is regarding where the stone/missile lands. 
It could be criminal damage if there is evidence that it is being used in a built 
up area and causing damage. 
It could be common assault, GBH, ABH or worse if a person is injured. 
 
Test purchasing has taken place on the Waterside.  If a business is found to 
be in breach they are educated and told of the latest regulations. 
 
A bike was being driven around the precinct, when the Police were 
phoned they responded by saying they couldn’t help as it was on 
private property. 
Unless there is a criminal offence taking place such as driving with no licence 
the Police can’t always get involved.   
However, if it is continuous and it becomes anti-social then it is a Police 
matter. 
 
Speed limit on the A326, twice in the last couple of weeks I have been 
overtaken by motorcycles. 
If you manage to get the registration number pass it onto the Police either via 
101 or PC Smith and PCSO Atrill. 
 
What will happen with the predicted budget cuts? 
The Chief Constable has already said that he is keeping the SNT and PTP 
teams, but they will be looking at cuts in the admin teams. 
If it looks as though the New Forest and the Waterside area have a low 
reported crime level then resources could be moved to areas with a higher 
reported crime level.  If there is a crime YOU need to report it. 
 
Incidents need to be reported so that the PC’s and PCSO’s know where the 
problems are happening.  This allows them to monitor these areas. 
 

Any other issues 
 

4. Sewage smell has been strong this summer. 
 You need to contact the Environmental Health team at NFDC and report it to 
the sewage plant.  We will make sure that the telephone numbers for both 
are in the next issue of the Village News magazine. 
 
Why has Twiggs Lane the forest side got a 30mph limit? 
Many of the residents asked for the speed limit to be reduced and it was 
introduced under the Village 30 scheme. 
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What is happening with regards to the screening at the end of Old 
Magazine Close? 
Nothing at present. We have a meeting tomorrow with the Highways 
Department at both HCC and NFDC and it will be discussed then. 
 
What has happening about the cycle way between Marchwood and 
Totton? 
We have now collected nearly 500 letters and we are planning to deliver 
these to HCC in the very near future. 
 
When are the Parish Council moving into the Village Hall? 
The negotiations are still ongoing and should be completed within the next 
weeks. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.12. 
 
 
 
 

________________________________Chairman 


